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Flute Teacher
I need to start by saying I love my  

job – I am so lucky. That is not to 

say that I don’t get frustrating 

days, exhausting days (and weeks!), 

demoralising days (yes, sometimes)  

but I really enjoy what I do!! I hear  

you say, I want a job like that, what  

do you do? I am a flute teacher.

What did I do to get started? In Scotland, you 

leave school at 17, when I left school I wanted 

to be a flute teacher so I went to College and 

studied for teaching diplomas (from the London 

College and the Guildhall School of Music) back 

then you used to be able to teach in schools 

with a diploma but during my time at College 

the rules changed so that prospective teachers 

needed a degree. So I then went on to study 

music at University and got a BMus degree. 

When I finished University I didn’t ‘ want to 

just be a flute teacher’ so did a Post Graduate 

Certificate in Education (PGCE) specialising 

in teaching infants! Writing this and looking back, it seems as 

though everything was very organised, it didn’t seem like that 

at the time – I did lots of soul searching and questioning about 

what I really wanted to do and kept changing my mind!

I took on my first flute pupil when I was a student at College and 

haven’t stopped since then! I worked as an infant school teacher 

for a while but always taught private flute students at home 

in the evenings – it was really hard work but gave me a special 

‘buzz’ that classroom teaching didn’t. 

Being the music specialist in infant and junior school meant 

that I had to co-ordinate and stage productions, concerts and 

assemblies. That was GREAT fun. I have done productions 

ranging from the simplest of Nativity plays to a production 

of Joseph and His Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat with 

Year 6 children. Working in a school (whether it be infant, 

junior or secondary) as a class teacher can also bring fantastic 

opportunities beyond the confines of the classroom.

When my daughter was born, I decided not to go back into 

Orchestra gives me the chance to play large scale works – 

symphonies, concertos, overtures while in the Concert Orchestra 

we play smaller scale and shorter works (although not always 

easier!). Indeed flute seats in amateur orchestras are often hotly 

contested when they become available. Many amateur orchestras 

have professional conductors which means that the standard 

can be very high. We all need something to practice and stay 

motivated for, whether it is a lesson, rehearsal or concert. Once 

you have stopped having weekly lessons and life starts to get 

crowded with work, family and other commitments, it can be 

difficult to find the time (and motivation) to practice. Playing 

in amateur groups gives me one direction for practice, and I 

have started to work on a performance diploma, not just for the 

qualification, but also for self-satisfaction. I have matured a lot 

musically since doing my last diplomas; this one is just for me!

There are other opportunities out there to play too! I have 

played with several Wind Quintets (flute, oboe, clarinet, 

bassoon and horn) over the years. We have played at a 

wide variety of functions including weddings, dinners and 

residential homes  – there is lots of great music written for 

this grouping of instruments and it is very rewarding to play 

in such an intimate ensemble.

There is sometimes the chance to play in the orchestra pit 

for local amateur dramatic societies – the run is usually five 

or six performances so, not enough time to get really fed up 

with the music! 

Over the years I have had the chance to work with some great 

and inspirational teachers whether it has been as student, 

observer or in a master class situation. I think it is SO important 

to find a teacher who can inspire you and spur you on to your 

full musical potential. As a member of Flutewise I have had the 

opportunity to meet lots of other flute teachers, professionals 

and students, many of whom have influenced my attitude to 

music or teaching. We are all always learning and developing our 

musical experience. ‘Music’ forms the basis of many people’s jobs 

but it can also be a very fulfilling hobby once you have finished 

your day job. I am very fortunate to have my job and my hobby 

very closely interlinked.

My advice? Play as much as possible, practise hard so that you 

can reach YOUR full potential, it may not be fame and fortune as 

a soloist but there is a place for you and your flute out there!

the classroom and instead started to build up my private flute 

teaching business (I am self employed and don’t work for a 

County music service). It has grown over the years and as well as 

teaching from home in after school hours, I go into a local Junior 

school to teach flute and fife and have recently started group fife 

lessons in an Infant School – quite a challenge but it has brought 

a lot of my teaching and musical experience together. At the 

moment I teach part-time, it gives the flexibility I want from work 

at the moment. Who knows what the future might bring?

I feel that teaching students in small groups and one to one is a 

real privilege. Each student comes for lessons because they want 

to, not because they have to and I have the opportunity to help 

them along their musical road – be it to seek a career in music or 

just to play for fun.

I think we have all had the wish to be ‘a performer’ – but it 

doesn’t have to be with one of the top orchestras or as a soloist. 

I still get the opportunity to play regularly – in a local amateur 

Symphony Orchestra and a Concert Orchestra. The Symphony 
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