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FLUTE PLAYING

When I Grow Up…
by Stephen Clark

Firstly, I would just like to say that 

I know exactly how you feel as I 

was in a similar position to you 

when I was a bit younger. Now 

that I am a bit older, I thought I 

could maybe share my experience 

with you and see if I can offer 

any useful advice. I think its great 

that you have such a strong 

passion and commitment to your 

flute playing. I also think its very 

admirable that you are aware of 

the challenges and difficulties 

that you may face if you choose 

to follow the path of becoming 

a professional musician. I, by no means, would like to mislead 

you - these challenges are very real and will continue to be a 

part of life for any professional musician for a great deal of time; 

even one who has already established a career. However, I do 

think it's important that you realise the positive position you are 

in too. You still have quite a few years before you have to worry 

about music college/university etc which gives you time to try and 

sort out the areas in your playing you think may let you down. 

Personally, I did not even start to play the flute until I was 14 

years old so you already have a head start on me! That said, you 

are absolutely correct in understanding the competitiveness of 

gaining a place at a good institution to study. My advice would 

be to get involved in as many different musical opportunities as 

you possibly can - bands, youth orchestras, choirs, trios, quartets, 

flute days and courses, etc. Listen to your teacher and trust 

them, but also listen to your own heart and feelings when it 

comes to your development. We are lucky that now we have so 

many recordings and resources 

available to us from the world 

greatest musicians (CD’s, 

Itunes, You Tube and especially 

live concerts). Listen to them, 

analyze them, find out both 

what you DO and DON’T like 

and why. And enjoy them!

Also understand that is is very 

rare indeed for a musician to 

earn their living in only one 

area. Most (including myself) do 

various things. This may include 

orchestral performing, teaching, 

chamber music making, recording, solo performing, leading 

workshops and classes, music industry jobs such as managment/

agency work, retail and many, many other things. In fact the list 

is endless…

The most important thing I can tell you though is that you 

must keep on enjoying your music making. Without this simple 

feeling of pleasure it becomes worthless. You will always find 

things in your playing difficult, frustrating and challenging. I 

assure you that will never go. There will always be obstacles to 

clear and things to improve. Sometimes we suffer from nerves 

and stress and again these will continue to be a part of our 

musical lives forever. BUT we must realise that they are only a 

part of our musical lives because we care so much about what 

we do and that’s the beauty of it! Enjoy playing your flute and 

making music and be proud that you enjoy playing your flute and 

making music. This is what makes us special and will, more than 

anything, carry us to where we want to be.

Recently I asked a young Flutewise member the following question, “Do you love the flute more than 

anything else?” The reply was that the flute was all the person could think about and all they wanted to do 

was play their flute all the time, every day, but they didn’t think they had the talent to make a career out of 

the flute. Does that sound familiar with you?

Stephen Clark and I discussed it at length and he came up with this excellent response which I thought was 

important to share.


